ABOUT THE QUILT

The Hopewell Bicentennial Quilt was begun when Pat Kraus and Anne
Asaro, both Hopewell women who had worked on a Princeton Bicentennial
quilt, called on friends, neighbors and even advertised in the paper
for people interested in making a celebration quilt for Hopewell. The
first meeting was held in April, 1975, at Pat Kraus's house., Within a °
few weeks, 42 women had committed themselves to each hand sew a 13 inch
muslin square anplique and embroidered block of some scene, symbol or
building, historic or current, that was directly connected with Hopewell
or the nearby countryside, Regular meetings were held through the sum-
mer and fall at the meeting room in the Princeton Bank and Trust Company
building in Hopewell to exchange fabriec, ideas, and techniques and to
make decisions about the composition and fate of the quilt,

In January, 1975, the last block was finished and the quilt top
hand sewn together and put up on a specially made quilting frame in Pat
Kraus's dining rosm. For the f»llowing three months the quilting pro-
gressed at +he hands of some 40 women until the quilt was completed #1d
ready for binding., The binding was finished in early May, 1975, just a
little over a year after the first meeting to plan the quilt was held,

The size of the completed quilt was 9 feet wide by & feet high.
Cotton muslin was used for the backing, polyester batting for the fill-
ing, and cotton quilting thread for the quilting. The fabrics chosen
for the top were cocttcns and cotton blends, except for the laces and
bralds. The entire quilt was sewn by hand.

A large majority of the women in the group had never quilted before
nor had they ever done anpnlique or extensive embroidery, The old-fash-
ionad quilting bee was 5 new and very enjoyable experience for most, and
the co-operative spirit and extra contributions of so many women was
memcrable,

Except for a lew blocks, each woman designed the quilting pattern
and quilted her own square. BEdith R, Cromwell and Patricia Labaw spent
many hours helpinz to quilt the quilt and Mrs, Tliza Reed Moore also
contributed time tcwards the quiltirg., The total estimate of time spent
cn the quilt i3 between three and five thousand hours, This includes the
time spent in designing, completing the squares, joining them, quilting
and binding.

The quilt will find its permanent home in the Hopewell Museum., It
is with great pride that we L4 Hopewell women view this commemoration of
our community and this contribution to a fine tradition of American
needlework,
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